| 2272 | KW | ' 
Adam Bell, Clim of Vil 
1 the Clough, and VVilliam of 1 
Wi ( loudeſle_. 
8 Adam Bell. William Clim of the Clough 


yn, ih, tf 
PALE 
| uw 


' 
Ly 
„ 
* 


ö 


, 
' 


Adam Bell, 


Crryit was in the greene Fozreſt, 
among the leaues greene, 
Whereas men hunt Caſt and Weſt kt 
| with Bowes and Arrowes kene: 7 
To raiſe — Dere out of their Den, q: 
ſuch igh:s haue ought beene ſcene, 1 | | 
As by th:ce peomen ot the Rozth Countrey 1 
by them it is J meane. 
The one ofthem hight Adam Bell, 
another Cum of the Clough, 
Lhe thud was Wwham of Tloudeſls 
an Archer good enough. 
They were outlawed fo; Ziemſon 
theſe peomen euery chone, 

They ſwo:e them 15zeth;enon a vay 1 
to Engluſh wood toz to gone. | 
Now lith and liſten Gentlemen | 

that of mirth loucth to heare, 
Two of them were ſingle men 
the third had a wedded feste: 
William was the wedded man, 
much moꝛe than was his care, 
De ſaid to his Bꝛethꝛen vpon a day 
to Carlell he would fate: 
Chere to ſpeak with faire Alice his wife 
and with his childꝛen thzee, 
By my troth ſaid Adam Bell 
not by the councelloſ me. 
Foꝛ it we goto Catlell Bꝛother 
and from this wild wood wend, 
Af that the Juſtice do you tale 
uke is at an end, 1 
NE 1 


Adam Bell. 


If that A come not to mozrow dzother 
by pꝛime to you againe: 
Zrult you then that J am tane, 
dz elſe that J am ſlaine. 
Ye toke his leaue of his bꝛethꝛen twa, 
and to Carlile he is gone, 
There he knocked at his owne window; 
tho:tly and anon. | 
There be pou faire Alice he ſaid, 
my Mike and childzen thee, 
Lightly let in thineowne huſband, 
Tillam of { /oudeſle, 
Aale, then ſaid faire Alice, 
andlighed very ſoze, 
This place hath bin beſet fu pou 
this halte a yeare and moꝛe⸗ 
Now am Jhere, ſaid C/oudeſle, 
I would that in J were, 
Now fetch vs meate and denk enough, 
and let vs make god cheere, 
Ohe ketcht hun meat and dzink plenty, 
luke a true wedded wite, 
And pleaſed him with that ſhe had, 
whoni ſhe loued as her life. 
There lay an old wife in theplace- 
alittle befoze the fire, 
TWhich William had found of charity, 
moze than ſeauen peare : 
Up ſhe roſe and fo2th the goes 
euill mote the ſpeeds therefo2e, 
Fo2 ſhe had ſet no fote on ground 
in ſeauen peare befoze. 
as falt as ſhe could hie, 
Chis night the ſaid is tome to *. 


dthe Towne ol merry Catel, 
a ing to Wailliams houle 
— — might gone. 


8 cheriſe both 
She was wart ol ti — 5 
— then eyed Alice, | 
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Adam Boll. 


Ve ſmote the Juſtice onthe bꝛeaſt 
that his arrow burſt in thzee, 
Gods curſe of his hart ſatd c Ailliam 
this day thy coat did on, 
It᷑ it had beene no better then mine 
it had beens neere the bone. 
Veeld thec Cloudeſſe ſais the Juſtice, 
and thy Bow and arrowes thee fro, 
Gods curſe on his hart ſaid faice Alice 
that my Yuſvand councelleth ſg. 
Set fire on the hou e ſaid the Shecafe 
ſith no better it will be. 
and burne we therein {William he ſaith 
his wife andchdd2zen th2ce. 
They fiered the houſe in many a plate 
the fire flew on bye, 
Alas then ſaid faire Alics 
I ſee we ſhall here dye, | 
William opened a backe iwiddow 
that was in his chamber hie, 
And there with ſheetes he did let dolunt 
his wife and childzen thace: 
aue beere my treaſure ſais William 
my wife and childzen thꝛee: 
Fo: chuſts loue do them no harme, 
but wꝛeakr you all on me. 
A illiam ſhot ſo wondꝛous well, 
tilſhis arrowes ivere all agoe, 
And fire ſo faſt about him fell 
that his Bow ſtring bꝛent in tws : 
The ſparkles bꝛeut and feil upon 
good NMukam of Cloudeſle: 
But then was he a wolull man 
ano ſaid, this is a towards death to me 
Leuer had I ſaid Ailliam 


Adam Pell. 


with my ſwoꝛd in the rout to runne 
Chen herte among my enemies wood 
{@cruelly to burne, 
ye toke his (wo2d and his buckler then 
and among them a lheranne, 
where the people thickeſt were, 
he ſ(mo:e downe many a man. 
Chere might no man abide his ſtrokes, 
fo fiercely on them to run, 
Then they thzew windowes and e0ozegon him 
and ſo toke that roman. 
Chere they hem bound hand and foot, 
and in a deep Dungeon hun caſt : 
Now Cloudeſle then ſaid the Juſtice 
thou ſhalt be hanged in haſt, 
One vow ſhall J make ſaid the @herife 
apaire of new gallowes ſhal x fo2 ther make, 
And all the gates of Carlell ſhall be ſhut, 
there ſhall no man come in therrat. 
Dere ſhall not help Clum cf the Clough 
no; yet Adam Bell, 
Though they came with a thouſand mo, 
no; all the Deuils in Hell. 
Carly in the moꝛnung the Juſtice aroſe 
to the gates faſt gan he gone, 
Andcommanded to ſhu: cloſe 
lightly euery chone ; 
Then went he to the Parket place 
as faſt as he could hie, 
Apaire ofnew gallowes did he there ſet vp 
beſide the }Billo2y. 
Alittle Boy ſtood them among 
and aſked what ment that Gallow tree 
They ſaid to hang a goodpeoman - 
called {William of Cloudeſle.. 


Adam Bell. 


That little boy was towne Þwineheard 
and kept faire Alice Swine, 
Full oft he had ſerne Cloudeſle in the Mod 
and giuen him there to dine. 
He went out at a creuice ofthe wall 
and lightly to the Med he run, 
There met with this wight ſows. yong men, 
ſho2tly and anone. 
Alaſſe, then ſaidthe little Boy, 
pe tarry here all ts long, 
Cloudeſle is tane and damd to death, 
andready to be hanged. 
Alas, then ſaid good Adam Bell, 
that euer we ſatv this day, 
He might haue tarcied here with vs, 
ſo oft as we did himpzay. 
Ye might haue dwelt in greene Fozres, 
vnder theſe ſhadowes ſheene, 
And kept both him and vs at reit 
out of all trouble and tiene. 
Adam bent a right god bow, 
Take that child he ſaid to thy dinner, 
and bꝛing me mine arrow againe, 
Now go we hence ſaid thus ia yeomnan, | 
tarry we no longer here, 
Ve ſhall hun boꝛrow by Gods grace, 
though we buy it full deere. 
To Carlell went theſe gd Yeoment 
in a merry moming of pay, 
Here is one fit of Clondeſte, 
and another is to ſay. 


Nod when they came to merry Ci, 
in a faire mozning tide, 


Adam Bell. 


Cher found the gates ſhut them vnte 
round about on euery ſide, 

Alas, then ſaid good Adam Bell, 
that euer we were made men, 

Theſe gates be thut ſo wondzous well, 
that we may not come therein. 

Then ſpake Cum ofthe Clough, 
wich a wile we will vs in being, 

Let vs (ay we be Menſſengers 
ſtraight come from our Ning: 

Avain laid J haue a Letter, well 
now let vs wiſely marke, 

We will ſay we haue the Bugs ſeale, 


Adam Bell. 


what lurden art tho wad - 
The Poꝛtet wernd it had been ſo, 
and lightly did off his hed. 
Velcome ts iny Loꝛds ſeale be ſaid, 
foz that you ſhall come in: 
Be opened the gate full ſhozflie, 
an euil opening foꝛ hum. 
Now are loc in ſaid Adam Bell, 
whereof we are right faine 
But Chꝛiſt he knowes 
how we ſhall out againe. 
Vad wetzhe keies, ſaid Clim ofthe Clough 
right wellthen — 
Then might we come out wel enough 
when we ſ time and uad. 
They called the Pozterto un, 
and w2ong his neck in 
And caſt him in a deepe zungen, | 
aud twke his — him fro. 
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that came this hundꝛed prare. | 
Now we will our bowes bend, 
into the towne will we gue, - 
Fo2 to deliner our deere 
that lie th in care and woe. ** 
— —-— 


a pare of new Gallotwes ther they 
And the Juſticewith aq 
thatiudged Wlan | 


16/7. 


Adam Bell, 


And Clondeſle lay reavle there in a Cat, 
faſt bound both fate and hand, 
And a ftrong rope about his necke 
alreadie ſoꝛ to hang, 
Che Juſfice called to him a Lad, 
Cloudeſles clothes he ſhould haue 
To take the meaſure of that Peoman 
and thereafter to make his graue. 
I baue ſcene as great metuailt ſaid Cloudeſts 
as bet weene this and pꝛime, 
He that maketha graue foz me, 
himſelfe may lie therein. 
Thou ſpeakeſt pꝛoudlie ſaidthe Juſtice 
J will the hang with my hand, 
Full well heard this his bꝛethꝛen tws 
there ſkill as they did ſtand. 
Then Cloudeũe caſt his eie aſids 
and ſaw his two bzethzen, | 
At acozner ofthe atket plate lf 
| 


readie the Juſtice to chaſe. 
I ſee comfozt ſaid Cloudefie 
pet hope J well to fare, 


A might haue my hands at will. 
right little might J care, 


They loſed their arrowes both at nr, 
ol na man they dad dm 
* B 3 
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Adam, Bell, 


Che one hit the Juſtice, the other the Sheriff 
that both their des gan bleed. | 
A men voided that them ſt@d nie 
when the Jullice fell to the ground, 
And the ſhcrife nie him by. 
either had his deaths wound, 
All the Cittizens faſt gan flee, 
they durſt no longer abide: 
There lightly they loſed Cloudelle 
where he with ropes lay tide, 
TUtlam ſtart to an Dfficer of the towne, 
his Axe out of his hand he wzung. 
On each ſide he ſmote them downe, 
him thought he tarried all tw long. 
{Nillam ſaid to his bꝛethꝛen two 
this day let vs liue and die. 
Jfeuer vou haue need as haue now 
the ſame you ſhall find by me. 
They ſhot ſo well that tide, 
fa: their ſtrungs were of ſilke ſure, 
That they kept the ftreets on euery ide, 
that battell long did endure. 
They fought together like baethzen true, 
like hardy men and bold, 
any aman to the grund the thzew, 
and made many a hart cold. 
But when their arrowes were all gone, 
Pen pꝛelled to them uu faſt, 
They dꝛew their ſwoꝛes then anon, 
and then batves from them caſt. 


By that it was mid of the daie; 
They made manie a wound. 
| Then tags manie rant hem ſnCyialbiotine 
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Adam Bel. 


and the bels backward did ung, 
mit a woman ſaid alas: 
and manie their hands did wang, 
The aioʒ of Carlel fozth come was 
and with him a full great rout, 
Theſe Peomen dzead him fullfoze 
fo; of their liues they ſt@din great doubt 0 
The Pau came armed a ful great pace, 
with a PoUar in his hand, 
Manie a ſtrong man with hun was, | 
there in that ſtoure to ſtand. | 
The $aioz ſmote at Claudelle with his bil 
—— — 
ul manie a Peoman 
— they ered iha ens 
Kepe we the gates falt they bad 
that theſe trait oꝛa thertout not goe, 
But all foz naught was that they w2ought... 
fo2 ſo faſt downe they were laid, | 
Til they al tha that ſo manfully fought - 
were gotten out at a bad. 


Dozcet 
Ye thꝛew t heir ketus at their heads, — 
aud bad them euil to thuue, 241 
And all that letteth anie gad mn 
to come and como t his wie. 
Thus be the god 
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Ham- Pell. 


There they found bowes ful gw, 
and arrowes full great plentte, 

So God me helpe ſaid Adam Bell 
and Clim of the Clough ſo free. 

J would we were in merxie Cadlell 
beſoꝛe that lame mame: 

They ſate downe and made godche&re, 
and eate and dꝛunke fut wel, 

Here is a fitoftheſe wight 
another J will you toll. - 


A? they (ate in Engliſh wd 
vnder the truſtie tree, 


Them thought they heard a WGoman werpe 


Soꝛe then ſighed faire Alice, 

and ſaid alas that ever N ſy this'vay 
Fo2now is my derte hafband laing 
———— 


vnder this truſtie trie: 


— | 


thou ſhouldeſt me neuer had ſ&, ' 
Now welia me the ſaldHhat dee here, 
my heart is out of woe, 0:9 
Dame he ſaid be merrie an law)": - * 
and thank my bzcthzen tus . 
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Adam Bell. 


Pereofto ſpeake ſaid Adam Bell. 
J wis it is no bote. 
The meat that we muſt ſup with all 
it runneth pet laſt on fote, 
Then went theydowne into the lawnd, 
theſe Noble men all thze : 
Cachofthem ſlew a Hart of Greece, - . 
the belt they could there (@. 
Daue here the belt Alice my wife, 
ſaid William of Cloudelle, 
Becauſe ye ſo boldly ſt@d by me, 
when J was ſlaine full nie. 
Then they went to ſupper 
with ſuch meat as they had 
And thanked Godfoz their foztune 


Alice ſhall be at our oiourning , 
in a Nunrie her helme: 


Þy two nes ſhall with her 5% = "Y 


and there ct. 
Py eldeſt ſonne ſhall goe withme,.- 


fozhim A have hüt 1? > 97) * 


And he ſhall bꝛing you woꝛd againe 


how that we do fare. Hod 9 — 7 20 


Thus be theſe god Peomen to Lgntartgons | 


as faſt as they might hie, part fy 


Tillthey came to the Kings pallace -, 
where they would erde ee. 
—— 
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poet ded pꝛeſentlie into the hal, 
of no man they had dzead, 

Che Poꝛter tame after and did them cal, 
and with them he gan to chives, 


I p2ay pou tel mas: - 
Pou might make officers ſhent 
god firs from whence be pe x 
Dir, we be out / lawes of the Fozreſk, 
certaine without anie leaſs, 
And hether we be come to the King 
to get vs a charter of peace. 
And when they came befoze the King 
as it nas the Law of the Land, 
They kneled downe without letting, 
and each held vp his hand. 
They ſaid, Lo2d we beſeech ther hers 
that ye wil graunt vs grace, 


TUhat be pour names then ſaid ou King 


They, . Clough, 
aid, 
and Milliam of * 


Bee theſe — King 


as Jam King of this Land, 
He commanded his Dffcers euerie chont 


— nm 
e god 
an »arrefted them althze, 


Adam Bell. 
but bolplie went in theroat: 
They pꝛoca 


The Uther ſazd, Peomen what would ys baue, 
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Adam Bel, 


ſo may J thziue, ſaid Adam Bell. 
This game liketh not mee. 


that ye will graunt vs grace. 
Inſomuch ag wer doe to pou tome 


till we be out of your place. 
And if we liue this hundzed yeare 

we will agke of you no grace. 
Pe ſpeake pzoudly ſaid the King 
rs ſhall be hanged all ther: 


But god Lozd wee beſerch you now, 


02 ciſe that we may from you paſſe, 
{With ſuch weapons as we haus hers, 


ſaid the Queens, 


Adam Bell. 


and ſaid, Lozd gramertie. 
J dare vadertake foz them 
that true men they ſhall be : 
But gad Lozd ſpeake ſome merry woꝛd 
that they might comfazt ſee, 
Acqtant vou grace then ſaid the King 
waſh fellowes and to meat go re. 
—— 
- certaipewithoutlea 


2th country. 
| wow meth ny Ht (neg) 
mme 
/ wither bene without lei 
Dfficer | 


Lee ame twomeſengs out ol the £ozth 


Au herr found how theſe ontlawes had latne, | 
chan hundzed men and moe. 


Ful 
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Firlt the Juſtice and the Shetife, 
aud the 


Ki 


Adam Bell. 
as men v(s in my Countrep, 

William went into thefleld, 

and his two bzethzen with him, 

There they ſet vp two haſell rods 
twenty lcoze paces betwene. 


I hold him an Archer,ſaiv Cloudeſle, 


that yonder wandcleaueth in two. 
Here is none ſuch ſaid the King, 

foz no man can ſa dee. 
I ſhallaſſay ſir,faidClzuveſte, 

oz that J further goe: 
Cloudeſle with abearing arrow 
claue the wandin tws. 
Thou art the beſt Archer,ſaiv our king 
fo:ſ@th that euer J ſæ, 
And pet fo; pour loue, ſaid William, 
I will doe moꝛe maiſterie. 
IJ haue a ſon is ſeauen yeare old, 

her is to me full deate, 
I will tie him ta a take 

all ſhall ſce that be herr t 
Andlay an apple vpon his head, 
and go ſire ſcoꝛe paces him fro, 
And J my ſelte with a bzoad ano, 
ſhall cleaue the apple in two. 
Now haſt the then,ſaid the king, 


by him that 


may ſer, 
By all the Saints that be in heauen, 
2 — | 
That pꝛomiſed ſad William, 
Aneuer will ozſake, 


Aa Bell. 
And there euen befd2othe king, 
inthe earth he dzoue a Cake, 
And bound thereto his elveft forme, 
and bad him ſtand fill theroat, 
And turned his childes face him fro, 
becauſehe ſhould not ſtart, 
An apple vpon his head he ſt 
and then his bow he bent, 
dire ſcoze paces they were met, [3 
and thither Cloudeſle went: 
Thers he dzewout afaire bzoad arrow, wo” n | 
his bow was great and long 1 
i 


ve ſet that arrow in his bow, 
wn —2 

pzaved the people that were 

that they would ſill ſtand, 
F0z he that ſhateth foz ſuch a wager, 

had nerd haue a ſteddie hand. 
Puch people pzayed foz Tloudelie, | 
that his life ſaued might be, [ 
And when he made him ready to ſhut, ' 
there was many a weping ae... | 
Thus Cloudeſie claue the apple in ta, 

as manꝝ a man might ſe, _ 
Now God fozbid then ſaid the kung 

that thou ſhouldſt ſhot at me. 
I glue the rviy. pence a day, 

and my bow ſhalt thou beare, 
And ouer all the Nozth Countns = _ 

I make the chieſe Rider. has ; 
And le giue the xiy. pence a day, ſaid the quan. | 
by God, and by my tar, | 
Come fetch thy payment when thou wilt g 
no man ſhall ſay the nay. | 
923 — “ ¶ 
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